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Affordability is the new term of the left trying to defeat 
the right. If you watch any of the financial reports on cable tv 
you will find that most sound knowledgeable but seldom com-
pletely agree. 

This short article I will keep it simple. I talked with a 
class of minority girls, grades 7 and 8 from the suburbs. I'll 
use their questions when we talk about affordability. The sim-
plest question was can my family pay their bills? These stu-
dents also had some good questions pertaining to: salaries, 
tariff, government shutdown, taxes and sanctuary. 

Salaries have increased which helps paying the bills, but 
also makes things cost more. The tariffs have been very prof-
itable for the USA, so much so that it was announced that the 

President wants to share them with citizens with a $1,000 per taxpayer as their share 
of the profit from the tariff.  
   The government shutdown hurt many families because they received no checks. But 
in reality, the stated issue was to restore budget cuts that would in turn raise taxes. 
This depends on where you are as to how it affects affordability. The Illinois Policy In-
stitute released figures of sales tax of cities over 500,000 and, of course, Chicago finally 
won something we don't want to win. We have the largest sales tax in the country at 
10.50%. Seattle, WA is next at 10.35%. Los Angeles, CA is third with 9.75%. One of 
the commonalities of these three is that they are all sanctuary cities. The cost of that 
includes housing, food, clothing, schooling and medical coverage. There are more listed 
in their websites. Throughout the country, there are millions receiving these benefits.  
   Protests against deportation are another expense. This includes emergency services 
on call to fire department, police agencies, hospitals and city services, including over-
time pay even if the protest is peaceful and no one gets hurt. These figures seem to be 
unattainable at this time. There are also many lawsuits trying to stop the government. 
Some have settled, some are still in litigation. But all the lawyers and fees are paid by 
tax money, sometimes both sides in the case are paid by taxes. There are presently 
lawsuits over injuries, loss of revenue, and damage to property. 
   This is a short list mentioning the concerns of those students. Books will be written 
on this subject. Those of us that have taken the classes in city planning and civic eco-
nomics realize this.  
   I hope this article brings some help to make up your own mind on affordability. We 
all have friends with different ideas. I know the Missionary Sisters of Charity who live 
at a poverty level but feed and give shelter to others. I also know a person while living 
in the Hancock Building and making eight figures a year, they think they are not rich. 
Well, that's life. 


